
 
Report from your County Councillor, Cllr Steffan Aquarone  
 

 
Climate Emergency 
 
I am now the Liberal Democrat spokesperson for the Climate Emergency and one of only two 
opposition members on the “Task and Finish” group on climate change.  This group, set up in 
the wake of the Extinction Rebellion protests that led to all three parties putting forward motions 
on the environment at the last Full Council meeting, is considering what Norfolk County Council 
can do to deal with climate change. My current fear is that the Conservative-controlled group is 
unlikely to make any recommendations that it believes will not be accepted.  However I would 
welcome your views on this, and on the subject of the Task and Finish group more broadly. 
 
Children’s Centres Update 
 
As you may be aware, there have been brutal cuts to Sure Start provision in Norfolk, and we are 
now beginning to see their proposed replacements take shape. The new service begins in 
October, and a ‘Service Level Agreement’ is currently being negotiated. Staff turnover has 
increased during this uncertainty, meaning that someone will have to foot the bill if agency staff 
are required to fill any gaps which remain come October. 
 
The closest remaining Hub for Melton Constable division is in Holt. I have been informed that 
this facility is currently undersubscribed, and that they would like the word spread that they have 
places available for September. To find out more about their service provision, visit their page 
on the Action for Children website. 
 
Finally, the Portage service which helps with transition for very young children requiring extra 
assistance before joining more formal settings, such as those with disabilities, has seen a large 
increase in demand, but no such increase in funding. Demand has increased 148%, but funding 
has remained at the same level.  
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