
 

 
Chairman_______________________________ 

Page 1 of 4 

STIBBARD PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  

11th September 2018 at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllr Jeff Lawrence, Cllr Elaine Banham-Seed and Cllr Elaine Bennett,  
 
Also present: District Councillor Annie Green and County Councillor Stephan Aquerone 
One member of the public. 

 
1. Welcome and to consider apologies and reasons for absence 
1.1 Apologies had been received from Cllr Piers Reinhold, Cllr Colin Clayton and Cllr 

Nea Horsford.  
  

2. Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensations 
2.1 No interests were declared. 
  
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 25th July 2018 to be approved. 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 25th July 2018 were approved as a true record 

and signed by the Chairman.  
  
4. Matters Arising 
4.1 The vice-Chairman reported that he, along with the Chairman and Elaine Banham-

Seed had visited the playground where it had been reported there were brambles. 
Some brambles were cut back where it had been reported several times by a 
Villager that there were dangerous brambles. Upon inspection by the Councillors, 
some brambles were cut back and given the fact that the play area is surrounded 
by natural hedging with resident wildlife, the Vice-Chairman stated that no further 
action would be taken by the Parish Council but if hedge brambles are a problem, 
it's clearly the responsibility of the parents or guardians of 
children to keep them away from the area. 

  
5. Report from District and County Councillors 
5.1 There was nothing to report from the District Council.  
5.2 The County Councillor arrived at the end of the meeting. His report is attached at 

the end of the minutes.  
  
 Public Participation (meeting closed at 7.10pm) 
 a)  The member of the public asked if there had been any progress with the 

painting of the iron man. The Council reported that the sculptor was ill and? 
therefore hadn’t been able to respond to the question if she was happy for it 
to be re-painted. The public informed the Council that she had been happy 
for it to be painted last time. Quotations for it's removal and restoration have 
been obtained by Councillor Banham-Seed, however the Vice-Chairman 
stated that it was a lot of money to spend so it will only be repainted in situ, 
hopefully by a village volunteer group 

 b) The public asked if the opening of the Orchard was going to be open to all 
residents or by invitation only. The Council were unsure as the project was 
being organised by the Stibbard Parochial Trust but the Vice-Chairman said 
that further details would be announced shortly, probably in the local Parish 
Magazine and notices throughout the village..  
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 c) The public reported that the rangers could be asked to cut back the hedge 
on the layby adjacent to Brick Kiln Farm at the Stibbard crossroads with 
Great Ryburgh. However the Vice Chairman said that this area may not be 
the Council's responsibility and possibly all day parking is not permitted? 
Parish Clerk to investigate the matter before asking the Rangers to complete 
a possibly unnecessary task.  

  
 Meeting re-opened at 7.25pm. 
  
6. To discuss any planning applications received 
6.1 The following planning applications were discussed and AGREED the following 

responses.  
a. PF/18/1631; 4 Moor End Lane; Erection of a two storey side extension: NO 

OBJECTIONS 
b. PF/18/1571; Brickfield Farm, Great Ryburgh Road; Erection of a single storey 

detached outbuilding: NO OBJECTIONS 
c. PF/18/1460; Clipstone Farm; erection of a further duck shed (no4): NO 

OBJECTIONS 
  
  
7. To receive an updated crime report 
7.1 The crime report had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  

Collectively in the parishes of Briningham, Fulmodeston, Gunthorpe, Hindolveston, 
Kettlestone, Little Snoring, Melton Constable, Ryburgh, Stibbard, Swanton Novers, 
Thurning, Thursford and Wood Norton, there had been one incident of burglary – 
business and community, three incidents of criminal damage, three incidents of 
domestic, one hate incident and two public order offences.   

  
8. The cutting of grass on the new burial ground 
 The clerk had contacted the grounds person who maintained the Churchyard. He 

had confirmed he would be happy to cut the new burial ground. The Council 
AGREED that it would be best left wild for the moment as it was not affecting 
anyone. No further action will be taken by the PC but we would possibly consider 
the possibility of sheep grazing in the field at a later date. 

  
9. The regeneration of the play area 
9.1 The Council discussed the further regeneration of the play area. Various means of 

funding were discussed and the Council agreed it would be nice to finish the play 
rea with the addition of the bridge etc. Elaine Banham-Seed reported that she had 
met with Natural Gardens who had since sent a quote for restoring the hedge 
amongst other work. The quote would be circulated but totaled £1578. 

  
9.2 Elaine Bennett had received an email from William Coulet (Linden Lea) which 

outlined an opportunity to work with the church to apply for funding specifically for 
the church walk and surroundings. He had stated that there could be potential 
benefits for adjacent properties (himself and the playground) and he could include 
as part of the bid the plan to incorporate a bridge, fencing and 'educational 
features’ for the playground. 

  
9.3 Elaine Bennett indicated that she would look in to a Big Society bid for funding the 

development of the second part of the playground and could include the hedge 
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regeneration. It was noted that the first opportunity may be early November and 
she would also consult with Nea Horsford. 

  
9.4 County Councillor Stephan Aquarone confirmed that he would have £100 available 

towards the work on the hedge from his community budget.  
  
  
10. Policies 
10.1 The Planning Policy was AGREED in principle. However it was agreed that this 

would be rolled over to the next meeting to finalise the three Councilors needed for 
the Planning Advisory Group.  

  
  
11. Financial Matters 
11a.  The half yearly budget was AGREED and SIGNED.  
11b. The monthly statement was received and SIGNED.  
11c. The Council had received the 2nd part of the precept into their bank account since 

the last meeting.  
11d.  The following payments were AGREED and SIGNED; 

Mrs Nicola Ledain (clerk); salary of £140.48 and expenses of £43.32 (£183.80) 
(chq no.721) 
HMRC August and September: £35.20 (chq no.722) 
CGM Grounds Maintenance: £234 invoice 216555 (chq no.724) 

  
  
12. Any Other Business 
12.1 The Clerk reported that she had received an email from a parishioner who had 

expressed a wish to raise monies for a defibrillator. The Council agreed to ask her 
to the next meeting to explain her plans, if she was available. The Vice Chairman 
stated that a village defibrillator has been discussed at Parish Council meetings 
many times and had agreed that the high costs were prohibitive. However, the 
Council would probably support the parishioner's proposal if as stated, her project 
will be funded in full by the Stibbard Methodist Centre and other third party fund 
raising, without financial commitment from the Parish Council. The Chairman, as a 
retired but very experienced GP, has previously mentioned that CPR is an effective 
alternative procedure and we would consider organising a training/demonstration 
for villagers sometime in the future. 

12.2 The litter pick would be going ahead on 14th October.  
  
  
13. Items for the next agenda 
 To agree the budget and precept 
 Defibrillator 
 Play area regeneration 
  
14. To note the date of the next meeting 
 Tuesday 20th November 2018  
  
  

Meeting ended at 8.21pm.  
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ANNEXE 1 
September County Councillor Report to Stibbard Parish Council 
 

Report to Stibbard Parish Council 

 

Adult care 

 

The debate is widening about the future of adult social care in our county. I am deeply concerned that 

we’ll end up with a two-tier system whereby those without wealth end up with poor, undignified care - 

even though they may have paid tax and national insurance throughout their lives.  It falls to those of 

us who are mobile and able to express our views save future generations from denigrating, 

underfunded care in old age.  Please do contact me with your views on this subject: 

steffan.aquarone.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk. 

 

Fire Service 

 

Meanwhile: all three main political parties on Norfolk County Council are in agreement that to transfer 

the fire service from its current hosts, Norfolk County Council, to the Police and Crime Commissioner, 

represents a real and serious threat to public safety. I am pleased to have heard senior councillors 

speak out against the plans and urge anyone and people to submit their opposition to these measures 

by writing to the Police and Crime Commissioner, Falconers Chase, Wymondham NR18 0WW. 

 

Mobile Libraries 

 

I was relieved when, last year, the proposed 40% cuts to the mobile libraries budget were kicked into 

the long grass. However, it is now autumn and the grass is being cut again! This means that mobile 

libraries are again subject to planned decimating cuts and we are gearing up our campaign to oppose 

them. I have already received many letters and emails about this subject and urge anyone who has 

not visited a mobile library recently to do so. It is a fantastically well-stocked service with thousands of 

books available, including children’s books. Over 7,500 people in Norfolk used the service last year, 

and they include many of the very most vulnerable people in our community who have no other 

means through which to access literature. In addition, it is clear that if we expect people to participate 

in civilised society, we must give them the means to access its faculties, and that reducing the mobile 

libraries service would have a detrimental effect on the wellbeing of people who are at high risk of 

loneliness and social isolation quite aside from the fact that it is cheaper per book to lend books from 

a mobile library than it is via a bricks and mortar library on account of the large number of books 

borrowed on average per visitor. We will continue to fight against these cuts to a much loved service - 

one of the only visible county council services that people in Melton Constable division can access.  

 

SEND Transport 

 

I am pleased to report that we were successful in staving off the proposed cuts to special education 

needs and disability transport. 

 

Steffan 
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