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STIBBARD PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  

25th July 2018 at 7pm 

 
Present: Cllr Piers Reinhold, Cllr Jeff Lawrence, Cllr Elaine Banham-Seed, Cllr Colin 
Clayton, Cllr Nea Horsford and Cllr Elaine Bennett,  
 
One member of the public was present. 

 
1. Welcome and to consider apologies and reasons for absence 
1.1 Apologies had been received from County Councilllor Steffan Aquerone and District 

Councillor Annie Green.  
  

2. Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensations 
2.1 No interests were declared. 
  
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2018 to be approved. 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 16th May 2018 were approved as a true record 

and signed by the Chairman.  
  
4. Matters Arising 
4.1 The Clerk had asked if the crime report could be specific to the Parish but this was 

not possible at the current time.  
  
5. Report from District and County Councillors 
5.1 In the absence of the County Councillor, a written report had been sent to the Clerk 

which was read to Council and public and is attached at annexe 1.  
The Council asked the Clerk to thank Cllr Aquerone for the report and for the action 
taken regarding moving the 30mph sign.  

  
 Public Participation (meeting closed at 7.10pm) 
 a) The public raised the concern that there were a serious number of brambles 

in the play rea hedging near the stream. The Council AGREED to contact a 
local groundsman to see if he would be prepared to cut them back.  

b) The public raised the issue that although the rubbish was being collected 
and cleared from around the bus shelter, it was then being left at the shelter. 
The Council AGREED to ask for a waste bin and regularly collection of the 
rubbish at the bus shelter on the A1067. 

c) It was pleasing to see the model railway display at the Village Hall recently.  
  
 Meeting re-opened at 7.20. 
  
6. To discuss any planning applications received 
6.1 There had been no applications received.  
  
7. To receive an updated crime report 
7.1 The crime report had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.  

Collectively in the parishes of Briningham, Fulmodeston, Gunthorpe, Hindolveston, 
Kettlestone, Little Snoring, Melton Constable, Ryburgh, Stibbard, Swanton Novers, 
Thurning, Thursford and Wood Norton, there had been three incidences of anti-
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social behaviour; two burglaries to businesses; two criminal damage; one domestic 
incident and two incidences of possession of a controlled substance.   

  
8. To receive the Land registry results for the new burial ground 
 The clerk reported that the land registry report had revealed that the Diocese of 

Norwich was the owner of the new burial ground. The Diocese of Norwich had been 
had been contacted and had reported that they had a photocopy of a Deed of 
Grant between the Diocese and Stibbard Parish Council.  It granted the Parish 
Council access through the glebe land to the burial ground to the north of the 
churchyard. After a request from the public to have this land cut, the Council 
AGREED that they would arrange to have it roughly cut. The Clerk would arrange.  

  
9. To agree the grounds maintenance locations 
 It was reported that the Church Walk was now being cut by CGM as part of the 

contract and therefore the locations for CGM to maintain could stay as there were.  
  
10. To agree the hedging for the new play area and the cutting of the hedges 
10.1 The Council discussed the options available for the maintenance of the hedges 

around the play area as well as infilling the gaps that had appeared. Barley Wilson 
of ‘Natural Gardens’ of Great Ryburgh had been contacted and offered advice. She 
had offered to visit the area to discuss what was appropriate. The Council agreed 
to take her up on her offer to visit the site, and Cllr Banham-Seed would organise.  

10.2 It was also AGREED to contact Neville Hill about cutting the hedges around the 
village, and Cllr Bennett would contact him and report back.  

  
11. To consider the CGM Contract 
 The CGM contract had been reviewed by the Clerk and the Councillors and was 

AGREED. The Clerk would sign the contract on behalf of the Council and send it to 
CGM.  

  
12. To receive an update on progress for the new signs for the public rights of 

way 
 The Clerk reported that the public right of way signs should be fixed within the next 

month. Norfolk County Council would also get in touch with James Ashworth as a 
ditch crossing would have to be reinstated on his land to install a new sign for the 
right of way.  

  
13. To receive information for the Parish Council laptop 
 As per the previous meeting, the Council had received a grant of approximately 

£600 in the 2016/2017 financial year to help comply with the regulations of the 
transparency code. The Clerk reported that only £70 of this had been spent on the 
new website. It was advisable to spend some of this money. 

  
14. Policies 
 The Council AGREED the Information Audit carried out in relation to GDPR. There 

was an amendment to erase the information held of people who had taken part in 
the litter pick.  

  
15. Financial Matters 
15a. The financial statement was received, agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
15b. Receipts since the last meeting were reported as; 
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VAT rebate: £5579 
15c. The following payments were agreed and signed; 

CGM grounds maintenance: £234 (chq no. 715) 
ROSPA Playsafety Ltd: £92.40 (chq no. 716) 
Nicola Ledain: salary and expenses £207.95 (chq no.717) 
HMRC: £37.20 (chq no. 718) 
Norfolk Parish Training and Support (GDPR Training for Cllrs): £84.00 (chq no. 
719) 

15d.  It was also AGREED at this point that any invoices for CGM that needed payment 
before the next meeting would be agreed via email and sent by post to the 
Chairman and vice-Chairman for signing and forwarded to CGM. This would 
prevent any late payment.  

  
16. Playground Committee report and to receive the ROSPA Play Area Inspection 

Report.  
 The Council received the annual inspection report of the play area. There were no 

issues to report due to the play equipment being recently purchased.  
  
17. Any Other Business 
17.1 Cllr Elaine Banham-Seed had contacted the sculpture of the ‘Iron Man’ to find out 

what was recommended to clean it. Although Hammerite had been purchased, it 
was agreed it would be sensible to find out if the sculpture had a preference.  

17.2 The Chairman had noticed that people had been parking on the verge opposite the 
memorial gates. This would be monitored and if necessary, ‘do not park here’ signs 
would be purchased.  

  
18. Items for the next agenda 
 There were no specific items for the next agenda.  

  
19. Date of next meeting 
 Tuesday 11th September 2018.  
  

 

Meeting ended at 8.21pm. 
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ANNEXE 1 
July Report to Stibbard Parish Council 
 
Monday's Full Council meeting was unsurprising.  We didn’t get any concessions on 
DIY waste charges. But we did secure some concessions through awareness raising 
prior to the meeting.   
 
Of notable relief is SEND transport: after kicking cuts to special needs and disability 
transport funding into the long grass, extending children’s centre contracts and being 
forced to increase special needs funding, I asked the new leader what steps he had 
taken to ensure children’s services gets things right first time in future. We’re now 
moving our campaign efforts on to mobile libraries. 
 
The Better Broadband for Norfolk Programme (BBfN) has drastically improved 
broadband speeds across the county. However by April 2020 (when the programme 
ends), it is estimated that 5% of properties in Norfolk will still be without access - several 
of them, I know, are in some of the outlying reaches of the Parish. This is due to gaps in 
the Openreach’s current infrastructure, mostly caused by the financial burden of running 
fibre cables to very remote rural properties. 
 
However there is now a plan for how to offer cost-effective solutions to linking up 
remote properties to super-fast coverage. For instance, some of these ISPs operate as 
community not-for-profit groups, creating their own small network infrastructure (rather 
than paying to use Openreach’s) and offering connection packages at very low cost. 
 
The Committee report suggested that County Council investment in and collaboration 
with these ‘alternative network providers’ could a) help bring their speeds up to 
‘superfast’ levels and b) help them to reach the aforementioned 5% of properties which 
are unlikely to benefit from the BBfN programme. The report makes a number of 
recommendations for action by the Council, including that the Council allow these 
alternative service providers to use Council-owned buildings for hosting booster masts 
(a similar solution to that which I have been exploring, in collaboration with the Council, 
to help improve mobile signal coverage in our area) and that the Council offer these 
providers information on internet-speed and usage in Norfolk which would help them to 
target the customers who would benefit most. 
 
Initial meetings with a sample group of 8 alternative service providers took place in the 
last few weeks and the Council is now considering possible ways forward. I will update 
people as I hear more - but please do get in touch with me on 
steffan.aquarone.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk if you think you might be in the unlucky 5% (a blue 
dot on Better Broadband for Norfolk’s website address search feature 
https://www.betterbroadbandnorfolk.co.uk). 
 
Since the last meeting I attended in May I have reported the four pot holes on Moor End 
road (West heading out of the village) and note that according to the system they have 
been repaired. Have they? 
 

I have also put in the requisition to change the location of the village sign at the Wood Norton 

road entrance to the village, to bring it in line with the start of the speed limit sign, as 

requested. 

 

Steffan 
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