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STIBBARD PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  

Tuesday 8th September 2020 at 7pm 
 

Present: Cllr Jeff Lawrence (Chairman), Cllr Elaine Banham-Seed, Cllr Colin Clayton, 
Cllr Nea Horsford  
 

Also present: 5 members of the public.  
 

1. Welcome and to consider apologies and reasons for absence 
1.1 The Chairman welcomed and thanked the 5 members of the public attending the meeting, 

especially during the difficult and uncertain times. He explained that this was the first parish 
council meeting in 6 months but he wanted to reassure the village that during the coronavirus 
crisis and lockdown, the parish council had been very busy on their behalf behind the scenes, 
dealing with all relevant and urgent matters together by email and phone. The Chairman 
thanked the Clerk and the Councillors for their work and commitment during this time. As a 
result, the village had been kept in good order with the continuation of regular grass cutting in 
the main public areas, and that the children’s play area was safely reopened on 4 July, once 
the government amended their advice. 
The Chairman also wanted to place on record and formally thank everybody who had 
contributed to help the vulnerable and elderly in our community during the pandemic. In 
particular, he named and thanked the 2 village volunteer co-ordinators who did a tremendous 
job, namely Councillor Nea Horsford and Moor End Resident Mel Harrowing. 
Finally, the Chairman thanked Malcolm and Pippa Cook for arranging the parish council 
meeting to be held at Stibbard Methodist Church Centre at short notice. With an easy and 
impressive covid-19 procedure, and with the friendly and comfortable setting, he further 
announced that all further parish council meetings will be held at the Centre. 
 
Apologies received from Cllr Piers Reinhold, Cllr Elaine Bennett, Parish Clerk Nicola LeDain, 
District Councillor Vincent FitzPatrick and County Councillor Stephane Aquarone. In the 
absence of the Clerk the minutes were taken by Councillor Elaine Banham-Seed, amended 
and compiled by the Chairman). 

  
2. Declarations of Interests and Requests for Dispensations 
2.1 No interests were declared. 
  
3. Minutes  
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  
  
4. Matters Arising 
4.1 There were no matters arising.  
  
5. Report from District and County Councillors 
5.1 As the District and County Councillors were not present, they had submitted their reports to 

the parish council and they have been posted on the Parish Council Website and on the 
Village FaceBook page. The Chairman said that he would personally deliver a copy to the 
attending Parishioners present who had no access to a computer. 

  
Public Participation   
Mr & Mrs Dennis Parsons spoke about the ‘surveyor's pit' just off the A1067 and queried the problems 
associated with it which was raised in an email received from Adrian Howes, Sennowe Estate 
Manager. The Chairman referred to agenda item 6 which covered the correspondence received 
from Mr Howes and stated that he had personally visited the site. He reported that there was a locked 
5-bar gate to the entrance of the area of land, which apparently has some felled trees but no other 
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activity.  The parish council will need to establish who owns the land via a land registry query. Parish 
Clerk to investigate and report back at the next meeting. 
  
Mrs Lisa Barker raised the item relating to the ‘Restricted Byway’ sign which is adjacent to Kings 
Cottage. It was established that our Clerk is currently investigating this matter so hopefully we will 
receive an update at the next meeting. 
 
6. Correspondence 
6.1 Any correspondence received was an agenda item. 
  
7. To discuss any planning applications received 
7.1 No current planning applications had been received to be discussed. However the Chairman 

commented that the Great Ryburgh village housing development expansion plans had 
been withdrawn, which was good news for our village too, given the potential increase in 
traffic and the pressures placed upon All Saints School. However it was understood that the 
expansion plans for the Maltings could continue. 

  
8. To receive the recently circulated crime report 
8.1 The crime report was NOTED and in particular that ‘Domestic’ incidents had increased during 

the lockdown period. 
  
9. Signs - ‘Restricted Byway’ on the lane near Kings Cottage entrance and a ‘Public 

Footpath’ sign at the farmers gate and style near Brambles. 
9.1 Councillor Horsford has contacted James Ashworth directly to discuss the field, style and 

broken gate in upper Guist Bottom Road. The Parish Clerk will write to the relevant land 
owners about the broken signs and report back at the next meeting. 

  
10. To receive an update on the replacement hedge of the play area 
10.1 The Chairman has recently spoken to the Operations Manager of CGM. Clearly with staff 

shortages during the covid-19 crisis, the replacement hedge project has been delayed. He will 
speak to him again to establish a new start date. Councillor Horsford said that the play area 
had been cut-back too close to the fledgling hedge again. However the Chairman said that it’s 
an ongoing problem if we continue to use a contractor with a maintenance team. Perhaps we 
should instruct CGM to not trim the edges but this could lead to complaints about unsightly 
long grass. Chairman would discuss with CGM. 

  
11. Reimburse the Ecketts for temporary barriers which were stolen - used at the play area. 
11.1 The Chairman would speak to Liz and Lee Eckett about the temporary barriers which were 

stolen to establish their value and how we can recompense them. 
  
12. Wreath for Remembrance Day 
12.1 Councillor Horsford asked about who would be supplying the wreath for Remembrance 

Day this year. She stated that Mrs Susan Clayton had expressed an interest in making a 
wreath last year but it was too late and after an order was placed with somebody else. 
Councillor Clayton will report to the Parish Council with a quote before or at the next meeting. 

  
13. Playground Equipment 
13.1 Councillor Horsford announced that she had secured more funding for new playground 

equipment, which would be used for more children’s swings. They would be situated in 
the lower big field but Councillor Clayton raised the issue of safety with an open gate. He 
again suggested that we pay for and install a new boundary fence along the driveway leading 
to the old School House. A discussion took place between the Councillors present and it was 
generally felt that this was not a practical solution but the current 5-bar entrance gate should 
remain closed at all times. There is a probably a legal right-of-way for the current tenants of 
the old School House so they would have to be consulted. Furthermore, it was suggested that 



 
Chairman_______________________________ 

Page 3 of 4 

we installed a new footpath gate at the entrance which is currently open. Councillor Clayton to 
estimate and quote for this job to be done.  

  
14. Overgrown Hedges on pathway by the old School 
14.1 • A villager had complained that the hedge is growing through the old School house 

fence making it dangerous to walk on the path with children and pushchairs. 
Councillor Banham-Seed would write a small piece for the Parish News and FB to ask people 
to look after their hedges so they don’t block public access. 
• The Chairman has recently had an on-site visit with CGM about the overgrown hedge & 
verge in Fulmodeston Road adjacent to the park and leading to the church car park entrance. 
This will cost £750 .00 plus Vat but it was felt that it was a necessary expense. The Chairman 
had also observed that the tree branches in church walk were badly overgrown making it 
difficult to pass though the grass path. He said that it could be a problem over the winter and 
in anticipation of this, he would contact Susan Moore at All Saints Church to discuss and ask 
if they would like our help. However there could be “over-zealous” cutting by the maintenance 
team contractors, so responsibility and liability will need to be discussed and agreed before 
any work commences. 
*The unsightly and seriously over grown hedge bordering the village hall was discussed and 
in particular, the collapsed hedge which was dangerously affecting road users vision. It was 
reported that the hedges had been neglected and not cut for a very long time which had 
resulted in the current overgrown state. The Parish Council will write formally to the Village 
Hall Committee to request some immediate action. 

  
15. Stibbard Village Hall; the use and the future 
 A larger discussion took place about the continued closure of the village hall with what 

appears to be little or no activity or maintenance taking place, which probably accounted for 
the lack of hedge cutting previously discussed. It was noted that the VH had recently received 
a £10K government covid-19 community grant. The Parish Council had checked with the 
Council Authorities and it would appear that the funding was received without any spending 
criteria whatsoever. It was therefore the opinion of all present that a small proportion of this 
money should be spent on the reopening of the hall, and to implement the new health and 
safety regulations in accordance with the Governments advice announced on 4 July 2020. It 
would also completely fund the professional cutting and maintenance of the property hedges 
and verges. The Chairman stated that he was disappointed with the lack of communication 
and the general reluctance of the committee to reopen the hall. The Chairman would 
therefore write to the committee but it would be officially documented and sent through the PC 
Clerk. Stibbard Village Hall would be discussed further at the next scheduled meeting when 
there would hopefully be a full attendance of Councillors. For information purposes, Councillor 
Clayton said that the land was originally gifted for the Village Hall. 

  
16. Update on Parish Partnership Scheme in relation to the idea of bidding for funds to 

cover the bustop (direction Fakenham). 
 Councillor Horsford had contacted the District Council to ask about the Parish Partnership 

Scheme. She asked to be included in emails related to the scheme but she thought the 
deadline has passed. The Chairman suggested that the Clerk should contact them again to 
check this. 

  
17. Financial Matters 
17.1 The financial report was presented to Councillors ahead of the meeting. In the absence of the 

Clerk, the financial statements will be discussed again at the next meeting.  
17.2 There had been no receipts since the last meeting.  
17.3 The following payments were agreed and signed; 

Nicola Ledain: salary (June, July, Aug, Sep): £365.08 plus expenses £86.64  
Rospa: £94.80 
CGM: £78.00 
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Again due to the absence of the Clerk, there were no cheques to sign but they would be sent 
by post from Nicola later in the week.  

17.4 Councillor Horsford asked if she could add the playground funding to the PC account.   
  
18. AOB 
18.1 Councillor Clayton asked about the Iron Man Sculpture. The Chairman referred him to last 

meetings minutes and said he had made a site visit and thought that the sculpture appeared 
in good shape, but perhaps not good enough to withstand a move. He 
therefore suggested that for the time being, we should employ a professional painter to sand, 
undercoat and paint it to protect it from another winter. This would be funded by the 
previously donated funds from the Stibbard Parochial Trust and Stibbard WI. It was 
suggested that a local company who design and make wrought iron village signs should be 
contacted. Chairman to investigate and report at next meeting. 

18.2 Councillor Banham-Seed asked if anybody else had seen Buzzards flying around the village 
recently, as they were normally hovering around her garden and she was concerned. Lisa 
Barker commented that she has them flying over Kings Cottage so fortunately they are still 
around the village. 

  
19. Items for next agenda 
19.1 Stibbard Village Hall 
  
20. Due to the cancellation of 2 meetings during the summer, combined with the absence of the 

Clerk and two Councillors this evening, the PC will add an extra meeting to take place next 

month on Tuesday 13 October 2020 at 7.00pm. It will be held at the Stibbard Methodist 

Church Centre. 

 


